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Sustainability within sports, 
events & tourism

Key Areas of Exploration
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Josoor Institute commissioned YouGov Sport to 
understand sustainability and its positioning within 
the sports, events and tourism industry in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

This report will focus on these 3 key areas of exploration. 

Sustainability and its position 
in the UAE

Sports, events & tourism 
in the UAE
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Methodology
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Research for this project was conducted in 2020 and in 2 phases:

͛Face to Face/Telephone interviews sports and events 
industry executives 

͛Interview length 15 minutes

͛10 Industry professionals interviewed in the UAE

IN DEPTH INTERVIEWS

͛Supporting data for the report will be provided by desk 
research

͛All sources for the desk research will be credible and 
verifiable

DESK RESEARCH
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UAE
Country Overview

1
U N I T E D  A R A B  E M I R A T E S
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United Arab Emirates
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Located at the North Eastern point of the Persian Peninsula, 
the UAE is strategically placed as a trading hub. The UAE is 
a federation of seven emirates A͉bu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, 
Ajman, Um Al -Quwain, Ras Al-Khaimah and Fujairah t͉hat 
united in 1971.

COUNTRY INFORMATION

Size 0.83m sq. km

Population 10.0 million

Capital Abu Dhabi

Other major cities Dubai

Languages Arabic, English

Currency UAE Dirham (pegged to US $, currently $0.27)

Borders The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia & Oman

Source: Desk Research

R E G I O N A L  L O C A T I O N
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GENDER

69%

31%

Male

Female
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Young, expat and male are dominant characteristics of the UAE 
population. They also constitute the majority of the workforce 
at 92%. 

Its people
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AGE

19%

7%

33%

23%

12%
7% Less than 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55+

LOCATION NATIONALITY

27%

40%

23%

11% Abu Dhabi

Dubai

Sharjah

Northern

Emirates

12%

88%

Emirati

Expat

Source: Desk Research, YouGov Panel
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Economy
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The largest contributor to the UAE economy is oil. However, with a lack of these natural resources, Dubai has diversified to a greater 
extent than other Emirates; largely via trade and services which include sport events, tourism and event hosting.
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Outlook
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Since recovery after the 2008 Financial Crash, the UAE enjoyed a healthy average 3% growth up to 2018. 
With the onset of COVID -19 worldwide, short -term prospects are challenging.
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Source: YouGov Sport, World Bank
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Sustainability in the UAE 2
U N I T E D  A R A B  E M I R A T E S
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Launched in 2010, Vision 2021 ku"vjg"WCG͍u"pcvkqpcn"fgxgnqrogpv"rncp."dcugf"
on 4 pillars aimed at building and empowering the local population.
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͛Sustainability is a core theme

͛While the Federal government 
authorities handle core policy 
and service delivery; including 
foreign relations, defence, 
education, health and 
environmental policy, each 
Emirate, has considerable 
autonomy to shape their own 
variation of Vision 2021 

͛The aim is to ͋rqukvkqp"vjg"WCG"
among the best countries in the 
yqtnf͌"by the Golden Jubilee of 
the Union in 2021

U A E s  V I S I O N  P I L L A R S

UNITED IN 
RESPONSIBILITY

An ambitious and 
confident nation 

ground in its heritage

UNITED IN 
KNOWLEDGE

A competitive 
economy driven by 

knowledge and 
innovation

UNITED IN 
PROSPERITY

A nurturing and 
sustainable 

environment for 
quality living

UNITED IN 
DESTINY

A strong union bonded 
by common destiny

Source: Desk Research, Vision2021.ae
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In general, sustainability (or elements thereof) is understood amongst sport, 
tourism and event industry professionals.
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͛The most commonly 
acknowledged areas are 
environmental

͌Kv"ku"cdqwv"gnkokpcvkqp"rqxgtv{."

reducing the use of plastic, ending 

uvctxcvkqp"͕"rtqxkfkpi"gswcn"

healthcare to all countries in the 

world, achieve equality among all 

members of society, reducing 

energy consumption and drainage 

of natural resources and rely on 

solar energy, wind and water 

gpgti{"vq"rtqfweg"gngevtkekv{͍

Large Events Organiser

͌Uwuvckpcdknkv{"ku"c"inqdcn"qtkgpvcvkqp"

to achieve an environmental, 

climate and biological equilibrium 

that fulfils the needs to the 

kpfkxkfwcn"cpf"vjg"eqwpvt{"͕"

Decreasing the carbon emissions, 

achieving equality between all 

categories of the society, improving 

the sewage system, development 

in economic resource, encouraging 

investment, coping with climate 

change challenges and conserving 

pcvwtcn"tgugtxgu."ugcu"cpf"qegcpu͍"

Tourism Governing Body

͌Rgqrng"gxgt{yjgtg"ctg"tgfwekpi"

the use of resources that are about 

to end such as petrol and are 

searching for alternatives such as 

the wind. Everywhere in the 

Emirates and in schools they are 

placing sorting containers for 

tge{enkpi͍"

Major Tourist Attraction

͌Uwuvckpcdknkv{"ku"cdqwv"ectkpi"hqt"vjg"

environment and using recyclable 

ocvgtkcn"͕"Tge{enkpi."gpxktqpogpvcn"

friendly material and reusable 

vjkpiu"nkmg"rncuvke"qt"yqqf͍"

Event Organiser
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6 national priorities have been identified as drivers of Vision 2021.
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͛As sustainable growth is core 
vq"vjg"pcvkqp͍u"hwvwtg

͛Overlaps with the UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) have been 
identified

UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS ͉ ͋UFIu͌

UAE Vision 2021 National Agenda

World -class 
Healthcare

Competitive 
Knowledge Economy

Safe Public and 
Fair JudiciaryCohesive Society and 

Preserved Identity

First -Rate 
Education System

Sustainable 
Environment and 

Infrastructure

Source: Desk Research, vision 2021.ae


